Meet the Romans – Counter Challenge!

Your fifteen-minute shopping challenge is:

· To work in groups of three 

· To equip your chosen person for a trip to the baths

· To spend your money wisely and carefully.  You may not be able to buy everything on the list.

Good luck!
1. Decide who will take the following roles:

· Shop keeper

· Person visiting the baths

· Slave to help equip the bather

2. Consider what your bather will need for a trip to the baths.

Choose from the items on the counter.  They include:

· A towel

· An oil lamp

· An oil flask

· A strigil

· Snacks (oysters)

· Sandals

Think how people used the Roman bathhouse.  How did they get clean?  What different areas were there?

3. Role play: 

· Decide how much money you have to spend on bathing items

· Ask the cost of the things you want to buy

· Make a note of your purchases, to keep a clear record for your accounts.  Use the sheet provided.

4. Carefully return the items to the counter as you found them. 

5. Did you make the best use of your money?  What items were you unable to afford?  

Counter Challenge Accounts Sheet


You have 50 Sestertii to spend on your trip to the baths

Item
Tick if you want this item
Cost in Roman money

Towel 



Oil Lamp 



Oil flask 



Strigil



Snacks (oysters)



Sandals per pair





Grand total of money spent equipping our bather:

Total of money remaining:
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Counter Challenge Shopkeeper's Price List

Item
Cost in Roman money

Towel 
8 Sestertii

Oil lamp 
5 Sestertii

Oil flask 
 12 Sestertii

Strigil
15 Sestertii

Snacks (Oysters)
 1 Sestertius each

Sandals per pair
 75 Sestertii

Further information

2 AS = 1 Dupondius

 2 Dupondii = 1 Sestertius

        4 Sestertii = 1 Denarius (silver coin)

 25 Denarii (silver coin) = 1 Aureus (gold coin)

In the 1st century AD Teacher's pay for 1 year would be 180 Denarii 

or 720 Sestertius (which is about 14 Sestertius a week)

