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Welcome to the Roman Baths 

As you walk round you will have to read the information boards and of course study the evidence, you do not need to listen to the audio guides but they of course will tell you more information.
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The Temple and Temple courtyard: Walk down the steps and turn right.
Find the Baths, Temple and Spring in the First century model.  

· Early coins from before the Romans arrived were ______ into the Sacred Spring by the Celts. 
· Britain was invaded and the Celts beaten by the Romans in ___AD.

· The Latin inscription tells us that the first Baths were built in ____AD.

Walk on and study the Fourth century model which shows the site at the height of its development.  Find the bath-house and the temple courtyard, which one was covered by a roof in Roman times and which one was open?

Circle the correct answer:
· Bath-house (roof / open)

· Temple courtyard (roof / open)
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Temple Pediment: Pause here and stay to 
watch the ‘lights’ change:
· The God depicted in the centre is… 
· Today the stone is plain, however…

· What two figures appear either side of the face? 
· What else is there two of in the pediment? 
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Life and death in Aquae Sulis: Turn right and walk round to find the tombstone for Julius Vitalis.
· Where did he come from?

· How old was he when he died?

· Walk round this room and find three types of evidence to show how Aquae Sulis was a busy trading centre:
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1.




2.



3.

Worshipping the gods:

Walk into the next room and examine the tombstone of Calpurnius Receptus that stands right in front of you.  Fill in the details below:
· Full name

· Profession

· Age

· Who set up his tombstone?

· Walk round and name three Gods who were also worshipped here: 
1.




2.



3. 
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The Temple Courtyard & Altar: Walk up the stairs and into the most sacred area.  Remember this temple courtyard was open to the sky during Roman times.  
Beside the altar is a small, inscribed block:

· On the right side was the temple altar that stood in the middle of the courtyard, what was it used for?

· Who donated it (set it up)?
· What does an augurer do? 
· Opposite the altar (behind you) is an entrance where did it go? 
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The Head of Minerva: 
· Where and when was this object found?

· What evidence is there that the head was part of a larger statue?  

· What building stood behind the Head of Minerva?
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What evidence remains of the Temple (how many are there)?
The Sacred Spring: Study the two display cabinets at the top of the stairs which are full of objects found in the sacred spring.  Study the offerings display on your right:  
· Name three items that had been stolen, which the victim then left a curse for as a punishment?
1.




2.



3.

· In the next display cabinet find three other more positive offerings that were left:
1.




2.



3.
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· Look for some things called paterae that resemble 
         small saucepans.  What were they used for?
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Building the baths: Walk along the corridor, down the steps and turn right towards the sound of falling water. 
· Where does the surplus water go and why does it appear orange? 
· Turn around and explain how the Romans were able to lift such heavy stones. 
· What job did Sulinus do? 

· At the end of the room is a drain, sketch the shape of the roof 
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The Great Bath: Walk out into the Baths and then turn right:
At the height of its development the Great Bath was covered over by a high vaulted roof.  
· Find the large fragments of roof and roof arch.  From what materials was the roof constructed?


East Baths and West Baths

· How many rooms are there in the East Baths? 

· Match up the description of one of the bath house rooms with the Latin name of the room.

Apodyterium
This is a very hot room, it is where you sweat a lot.

Caldarium
Here there are pools of warm water to sit in and relax.

Frigidarium
Here you can take off your clothes and leave them in cupboards.

Tepidarium 
Here there are pools of very cold water to cool you off.

· Look at the heating system in the West Baths.  Fill in the missing words from those supplied. It will help if you walk right to the end.
The heating system was called a hypocaust.   ____________ outside the

building supplied hot air which was drawn through a stoke hole by the

draught created by ____________.  Stacks of tiles, called _______

supported the floor and allowed hot air to circulate beneath it.  The fire

was tended by ___________ who also had to crawl under the floor to 

clear away  the ___________.

Furnaces               soot

slaves

pilae

flues
Evidence to look for is always underlined
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= Walk on to the next room or area
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