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Visiting the Roman Baths
The Roman Baths is one of the best preserved
archaeological sites in northern Europe.
Most people spend about 11/2 hours here.
We hope you will enjoy your visit.

If you need any help please ask a member of staff.
Free guided tours begin every hour, on the hour, from beside the Great Bath. Tours last 30-40 minutes and are
in English.
There are two Roman Baths shops and you are welcome to visit the 18th century Pump Room for refreshments
at the end of your visit.
Please do not drink the water in the Baths! Spa water for drinking is available in the Pump Room.
Please note that eating, drinking, chewing gum and smoking are not allowed on the site.

Hot water
There are three hot springs in Bath. The largest rises in this site at the Roman Sacred Spring from a depth of
c3000m. The water contains 43 minerals and flows at a rate of c1,250,000 litres each day at a constant
temperature of 46.5˚C. It is around this hot spring that the Roman Baths and Temple were built.

Roman origins
The Roman spa at Bath (Aquae Sulis) was founded after the Roman invasion of Britain in 43 AD. We know
from an inscription that it was here by 75AD. It was named after the Celtic deity of the Spring, Sulis, who was
equated with the Roman goddess Minerva. A colonnaded precinct containing the temple of Sulis Minerva was
laid out north of the Spring and to the south a range of cleansing and curative baths were built. The Sacred
Spring served a dual purpose. It was a focus for worship, into which offerings to Sulis Minerva were thrown,
and also a reservoir to supply the Baths with hot water. Being a holy place, no one swam in it.

Later development
After the departure of the Romans, the pagan temple was destroyed and the baths collapsed and were buried.
The King’s Bath was built in the 12th century directly over the Sacred Spring and was used for curative
bathing and swimming. In the 18th century, drinking spa water became popular and the Pump Room was
built beside the King’s Bath for this purpose. The first re-discovery of part of the Roman Baths occurred in the
early 18th century, but the size and scale of the Roman site was not understood. It was not until the 1880s
that the greater part of the Roman Baths was excavated and the true extent of the site revealed.

On display
Some of the most famous objects from Roman Britain can be seen here. Special things to look out for are the
Gorgon’s Head pediment from the temple; the gilt bronze head of the goddess Sulis Minerva and the finds
excavated from the Sacred Spring. Other exhibits include altars and tombstones recording military and
civilian visitors to the spa from throughout the Roman Empire.
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The Temple Courtyard (4)
In the passage overlooking the Sacred Spring, many coins, curses and other offerings to Sulis Minerva are
displayed. These were discovered in the Sacred Spring in 1878 and 1979-80. The area beneath the Pump
Room was excavated in 1981-3, revealing the paved Roman courtyard in front of the Temple and some of the
Temple steps. This was originally in the open air. The Temple itself is inaccessible. Part of the sacrificial altar
has been reconstructed in situ here. The gilded bronze head of Minerva from the life size statue that stood in
the Temple is exhibited near the Temple Steps.

The Baths
The Sacred Spring (1) rises into a Roman reservoir built to contain the waters. The Romans covered the Spring
with a vaulted roof. After they departed, the roof collapsed into the Spring. Around 1100 the King’s Bath was
built over the Roman remains. It has been altered many times and what you see today is mainly 18th and
19th century. The orange iron staining indicates the former water level. Today, the water is maintained at the
Roman level.
The Great Bath (8) is fed with hot mineral water from the Spring. It has steps all around it, down to the flat
bottom 1.60m deep which is still covered with Roman lead. The Romans built a massive masonry barrel vault
over it, parts of which can be seen beside the Bath. On either side are alcoves where bathers could sit and
talk, away from the water’s edge. A fountain is positioned half way along the north side.
The East Baths (9) originally consisted of two smaller pools fed with warm water from the Great Bath. They
were extended and re-developed several times over a period of 350 years. The hypocaust (under floor
heating) pillars supported concrete floors decorated with mosaics, of which only one now survives. In the
small semi-circular bath visitors sat on the stone bench immersed up to their necks in water, brought through a
lead pipe from the Spring.
The West Baths (10) contain the cold Circular Bath which was originally an entrance hall to the baths. Later
the circular pool was built as a cold plunge for bathers leaving the adjacent heated rooms. Like the East Baths
these were steam, or Turkish Baths. A fine example of a hypocaust can be seen here. The last bath in the
sequence that you can see is another cold plunge bath.
The exit from the Baths leads to the toilets, Roman Baths shop and the Pump Room – where spa water or
refreshments can be taken.
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